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THt StCRtT HI$IORY OF CHRISTNIAS

Christmas is a rnagical time of ),ear. 'l'tvinklt' liglrt".

spnrkll. tlccot'ations ttntl baLrbler-lacletr l.rces 1io1l

up all over. Catchy Christmas songs blare

out wherever you go and you can't seem

to get away from Christmas movies on

TV with important messages about

kindness, hope and, er, not letting

your parents leave you home

alone.

'f hrot tgl rortt, Dcctttlber

there are holiday

parties and lots of

erciting preparations I'or

thc big dav it,self. Christ,nias I)a1'.

25 I)ecembet'. serettis ltl h:n'e' its

ou.n rtrles. fi'om thet loritl tliat gets

eraten (anrl l-rorv rnuch of it,) t,o tlre

things tlrat, r,ou zr]u,a.vs c[o. ][ost pelol,rle

giver gifi,s. (,'\ncl receir-e thctr. too

- woo-hoo!)

You might know the

biblical story of Christmas

Day already. Baby Jesus

0{Rr

was born in a humble

kings and shepherds.

gifts of gold, frankincr

wise men.

Many Christians go tc

Christmas Eve for a s

celebrate the start of '

the word oChristmas'

oChrist's Mass'.

However, every year. t
the world - from manJ

- celebrate, share imp

special moments at Cl

But did you knou. that

other truly AMAZNC

the centuries? From t}

amazing Christmas Dz

missions and incredibl

a whole secret histon-

to be shared.

I
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THT STCRTT HIST()RY ()F CHRISTMAS

So. get ready to go on a festivejourney through

history and around the world to uncover some of

the most extraordinary things that have happened

on and around 25 December. There are incredible

stories, fantastic people and amazing moments to

discover, as well as lots of impressive facts about

the Christmas traditions you already know and love.

10

CHR

DAY CI

On25 December 106G. l

King of England (but nc

Ireland). Now, you migh

Day was a strange dul- t
(for a start, wouldn't evr

Christmassy things?) bt

clever move by Williarn.

'won' the English thronr

t

lll,:, -,r,.,..1..,,..
I::,'
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IHt STCRTI HIST()RY OT CHRISTIIAS

send a messzlg€) to the people in the ('t)ttntr'\'that his

rerign u'oulrl ller it tinte of pezrce antl hope. not rvar. So.

rvhat belter tlav to clr that on than Christmas I)nvl

THRTT (t,vOUID -VEI KINGS

o erplrreciate.ius1 horv brillialt \\rilliatn's itlea

\\ras. \{re ncrecl to uttrlersLtttid a littlc Jrit of the

historv and hort, a F'renchrnan canle Lo ilc king o1

Ilngland in the first placcr. Nou'adtu's. ctltttl[ricrs

rvith a king or qtt(rt)lt trsttarllv l<ttol'criictlt'u'ho the

ncx1, one rvill he.'['hert'e r,r,ill be a \IeI']'cleat'line of

succession * this lrcrans the persotl u'ho ri'ill inhcrit

the role - erncl it,'s trsttall)'thcl cttrrettt, monarch's

son or claLrghter'. Ilou'et'er. ltack in c'leventh-centttr\'

lingltind. things $,ercn't so clezrr. \\i hcn Iiing

Edu'arrl. knou,n as ILdn'ard the Conlerssorl clied on 5

,latrtttrr\'1066. hcr didn't have atrt, sttn'it'itlg crhilclren

to inherit tl-rc throne. IIis closest relalivc rvas his

liru rte'en-veat' okl great neph er.r'. II tlga r the Ath elin g.

ri,ho rlicln't realll, wan1, to brr king uot to ntentiott

thc lact thzrt hc rt'as ottlv a terc'nager!

t7

ctlRtslr

So, who would be kinp

having a queen reignir

people's minds!) Threr

be them: King Ed.ilar<

Godwinson, an Anglo-

a French duke; and Hi

the King of Noru,al'. T

for claiming the thron,

it should be him becar

queen, plus he had tor

the largest area in En1

William was a more di

that Edward had pror
Finally, Harald li,as a c

a Viking who had mlet

1035, and he thought t
Viking ruler again. At

England were descend

The final decision uas

group of powerful Eng

important families n-hc

country). They chose I
was crowned on 6 Jant

'4 llrli
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